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Natural Area Overlooks Bird Watching
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BARRINGTON

to build up store

MIGRATION REST STOP

~ A Place to Rest, Refuel, and Recover on Long Flights

flights into many shorter trips with rest stops at
ey need to rest and refuel in order
aling half of their normal body

weight or more) before they continue on to their final destination.

lllinois is home to a wide array of flora and
fauna. Providing a home and welcoming
habitat, Clark Island and the Fox River play an
important role in maintaining this diverse and
fragile ecosystem.

While ducks and Canadian Geese can usually be
spotted on the river, keep your eye out for some
of our other friends that are native to lllinois.

American Beaver
Castor canadensis

Believe it or not, the American Beaver is the
largest rodent in the United States!

2 & -
They are most known for their long flat tail that helps them

swim fast but also keeps them balanced when carrying heavy

logs and is used as a warning call when slapped against water.

Beavers are one of the few animals that can actively change an

ecosystem by building dams that change water flow, creating new
ponds, floodplains and even lakes.

YYou can spot signs of
beavers by looking at
trees and fallen
logs near water
‘ways for
chew
marks.
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Great Blue Heron
Ardea herodias

This long-legged bird is the largest heron in
lllinois and can be up to 52 inches long!

They get their name from their blue-gray feathers and
even lay blue-green eggs in the spring.

While some can be seen year round, they usually
are migratory birds coming from as far as
South America and begin making an
appearance in February and stay through
the summer.

The Great Blue Heron consume
mostly fish, insects and shellfish.
They are excellent fishers,
making shorelines the
perfect place for their
summer homes.

Blanding'’s Turtle
Emydoidea blandingii

These turtles can live up to 70 years but are
an endangered species in lllinois due to habitat loss

and roadway dangers.

The Blanding’s turtle spends most of their time in and around
water, even spending winter buried in the muddy bottoms of
shallow bodies of water below ice.

Recognizable by their bright yellow chin, these turtles are a shy
nomadic species traveling to get from one body of water to another
increasing their vulnerability. Females turtles often travel more
than half a mile to find a suitable nesting
place in early summer.
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Serenity Garden

WHISPERING WOODS
SERENITY CIBCLE
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