Maintaining and Using
Your Rain Barrel

¥ou can use rain barral water to wash your cae, water
wour wn, or Slean wark Bools and tools, Fsin bemel
veater is naturally free of chioring, lma, snd calcium, and
some gardeners swaar their planis prefer it.

Rnin barrsl water is runoff from your roof, so do naot drink
B o uss i for bathing DEaconnact your rein bamel if you
noed 1o e B mos killar on wour reol, Wait for s Tew
rainy deys bafore recomnnecting youwr rain barral to allow
hi meas killad 1o fings svwky. Do nel s rain bamel walar
on plama i your homa has 8 copper roal or gumies.

0Oh No, Overflow!

Den’t worry, your rén baerel is8 meant to averllow anga
it s full, Owerflaw water will spdl from the cpening on
the top and the overflow litting. Connect & hoss to the

cverilow TiRTing 1o dect The walsr Away ITom your house.

You can also oonmect a secord rain bamel io the first
oneé weing the incleded conmbellfg okl ard doubls Tha
amaunt of water capiured befom it overflows.

Chack on your rain barmel whan il (8 rening 1o maks surp
the pwmrfiow is not causing flooding or flowing info your
msighbor's proparty. I your rein barrel is propsry installad
an & parvicus suriece, owerflow water should be absorbaed
imto the ground. if you see waler pooding on your prop-
erty, conaidar inatalling & rain gardan, which 5 a type of
lsndscaping designed to shsoro water,

Regular Maintenanece

Aeguiarly check your guiters, downspouts, rain bamel
WAET irvLaks gorean, rein Darrel Masguite SCTien and

rairs barral spigod for leaks, obstructions or debris. Also,
canfiem that 1he lid ie sscure =0 children @nd snimals can-
i el g tha rain Bareel.

Winterizing

Drain wour rain barrel bafors temperstures drop balows
freazing and keep 1he Spsgol opsan in e winter B0 Waler
doad red asoumadlale ang treara,

You can sbish turn i1 upsids Sown o bing i inside To an-
sure no waber sccumudates in the barral.
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Preventing Mosquitoes
¥ our rakn barel cames with 8 mosguito-proal scresn undar
this lid, When the mosguite I'I'Il'lll"lﬂ is intact, and thars srg

no leaks whers mosouitoss can amber the Barel, your rain
barral ghaidd Bs mapguito-lres,

Ramove actumulated water from the top of tha basral
avEry J=4 daya during tha ralmy asaton. Mosguitoss need
ot lsast 4 days of standing water to devalep larvan.

I you believe mosquitoes may be breading in your rakn
basred, amply i1 completaly and let it dry owl to kil &l
DA GBS

It you went to customize the sppesiance ol your
ran bdrrel, you Gan

Paint Your Rain Barrel

Follaw thess steps to paint wour rain befral

1 « Waah i thoreughly with soapy waier to
remove ary ousi or dirk,
2.

Once the barrel is dry. apply a plastic primer
dapigned 10 adhede 1o palyethylana plas-

tic. Follow the imstructions for ihe primer,
ingluding safaly preceutions.

Mote: Don't akap this steo. Primar s im-
pofant] Fair will b §sck 10 & rain bannes!
without primer, and house paint prirmars w il
not adhare woall 1o rein berel plastic.

3 « Gantly bufl the primer surlece with line
sandpaper Lo removs sny QIOESY SERE,

4, Pant the barrel with artists sorylic paint.
Agrylic pant is durable ard wan't chip or
crack as sasdly as ofher painis.

ﬁ'i Algw gayergl dage Tar the paind to dry
comaplntely and apply 8 cloas gprey saalant
10 protect woul aslwork, FoBow the instruc-
Teons for the sprey sealant, including safuty
precauviions, Thes will profect your work of
art trom tha slsmanis,
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